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people tliat they weep not for me any more; but bid them to be brave and
warlike, and so shall they make my city the greatest in the earth/* Then
the people knew tliat Romulus was become a god; so they built a temple to
him, and offered sacrifice to him, and worshipped him evermore by the name
of the god Quirinus.7-'
ne Rape of Me Salines
The Roman state was become so powerful, that it was a match for any of
the neighbouring nations in war, but, from the paucity of women, its great-
ness could only last for one age of man; for they had no hope of issue at
home, nor had they any intermarriages with their neighbours. Therefore,
by the tJvice of the fathers, Romulus sent ambassadors to the neighbouring
stupes to solicit an alliance and the privilege of intermarriage for Ms new sub-
jects, saying that cities, like everything else, rose from humble beginnings;
that those which the gods and their own merit aided, gained great power
and high renown ; that lie knew full well, both that the gods had aided the
origin "of Rome, and that merit would not be wanting1; wherefore tliat, as
men, they should feel no reluctance to mix their blood and race with men.
Nowhere did the embassy obtain a favourable hearing: so much did they
at the same time despise and dread, for themselves and their posterity, so
great a power growing up in t3ie midst of them. They were dismissed by
the greater part with the repeated question ; whether they had opened any
asylum for women, also, for that such a plan only could obtain them stu'table
matches. The Roman youth resented tlds conduct bitterly, and the matter
unquestionably began to point towards violence.
Romulus, in order that he might afford a favourable time and place for
this, dissembling his resentment, purposely prepares games in honour of
Neptunus Equestris ; lie calls them Consualia. He then orders the spectacle
to be proclaimed amongst their neighbours; and they prepare for the celebra-
tion with all the magnificence they were then acquainted with, or were capa-
ble of doing, that they might render the matter famous, and an object of
expectation. Great numbers assembled, from a desire also of seeing the new
city; especially their nearest neighbours, the Crenineases, Crustumini, and
Antemnates. Moreover the whole multitude of the Sabines came, with their
wives and children. Having been hospitably invited to the different houses,
when they had seen the situation, and fortifications, and the city crowded
with houses, they became astonished that the Roman power had increased
so rapidly. When the time of the spectacle came on, and while their minds
and eyes were intent upon it, according to concert a tumult began, and upon
a signal given the Roman youth ran different ways to carry off the virgins
by force.
A great number were carried off at haphazard, according as they fell
into their hands. Persons from the common people, who had been charged
with the task, conveyed to their houses some women of surpassing beauty,
destined for the leading senators. They say that one, far distinguished
beyond the others for stature and beauty, was carried off by the party of one
Talassius, and whilst many inquired to whom they were carrying her, they
cried out every now and then, in. order that no one might molest her, tbat
she was being taken to Talassius; that from this circumstance this term
became a nuptial one.
The festival being disturbed by this alarm, the parents of the young
women retired in grief, appealing to the compact of violated hospitality,
and invoking the god, to whose festival and games they had come, deceive^